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Cyrus Lakdawala : 1...b6: Move by Move  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised 1...b6: Move by Move: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Excellent BookBy voltronI play B6 a lot and have many books on 
this opening. I enjoy it for its shock value, and for taking my opponent out of memorized lines. I play this opening in 
rapid chess tournaments as my main defense against most of whites openings and I have had great success with it. 
While 1...B6 is not considered a great defense at the grandmaster level, at lower levels many are not booked up on this 
opening and it ends up being a great defense. This book is excellent for someone looking to take up the opening, I 
would recommend this as your second book and not your first book when first learning this opening. The reason is the 
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book winning with the english defese (the b6 defense) by Andrew Soltis is a good primer on the opening and once you 
have gone through that book, then this book should be next. This book will discuss games that have been played and 
describe the reason for each move. It will explain why a certain candidate move is bad, why another is better, where to 
focus your forces where to look out for counter attack, and what your position should look like. The book is well 
written and has many question and answer format as well. For example after 1e4 b6 2nc3 Bb7 the book will ask you a 
question on why the "natural" move Nc3 is bad. As you read the answer you find out that the move allows black to set 
up a nasty pin and a potential trap.So as you play through the games you will learn a lot at each step of the opening. 
This is an excellent book. Again I would use this as my second book to study, if I was learning it for the first time. 
And the every man version as the third book to study. The reason is Soltis book on the opening is a small book but 
gives you the main candidate replies and moves, you can finish the book in a week or less and have a good idea of the 
common replies. Envetually you want to learn the reason for the moves and this is where this book works well, you 
will play through games have the moves explained. Finally when you are done with this book I would move on to 
everyman chess book on the opening, Play B6 (the one written by Christian Bauer) the last book has a great deal of 
subvariations that you want to learn after you have the core of the opening down.4 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. This will become your main opening.By CustomerI have several of Lakdawala's books. I like his style 
of writing... at least the "move by move" style.Basically he picks this opening apart and breaks it down into 
understandable parts using a games collection. I think this is good since it gives the reader a chance to see a game in 
the wild, rather than simply in theory. But then again, most opening books do that now days.I *LOVE* this opening. I 
can not say it strong enough. I have an international rating that floats just above 2100. I've played the Sicilian Dragon, 
King's Indian Defense, Caro-Kan, Scandinavian, and others. The reason I like this opening so much is that it basically 
plays itself through the end game. The idea is simple. Let White set up a center then attack it. For those who 
understand the lingo, You allow White a big center while you use a small center. You have targets while White must 
struggle for a plan.The draw back is if Black goes passive. That invites a pounding. So far I've only lost one game 
using this in a tournament (not the opening's fault). I've managed a very nice draw against a Master, surviving a brutal 
assault on my Kingside with an "ingenious" (his word not mine) Bishop sacrifice in the center. All my other games 
have been wins.If you want to learn this opening, start with Igor Smirnov two videos. They are found on YouTube and 
are about 4 hours (total) long. This is NOT just a surprise opening. Even when my opponents prepare for it, they still 
struggle against it. It's also not a one trick pony (think Colle) because it's flexible enough to morph into lots of 
different ideas.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent Introduction To A Fascinating 
Opening!By CybertalI'm a semi retired player, but I still love to read about chess and to expand my chess horizons to 
stay "chess cultured". I think it's absolutely essential to have a wide palate for different openings - not only are you 
making yourself a more dangerous chess player, but you're increasing your understanding of different structures and 
different plans. That's going to make you a better player, regardless of whether you end up playing the opening.With 
that throat clearing, I've always been fascinated by 1...b6! I largely purchased this book for its Owen's section - it also 
covers the English Defense (1...b6 against 1.d4 or 1.c4). It appeals to the rest of my opening sensibilities - I play the 
English/Reti, so I'm used to a "hypermodern" approach to the opening. I also find opening surprises quite appealing - I 
gave up the Najdorf, Ruy Lopez, and Gruenfeld of my childhood because I was tired of vomiting up 30+ moves of 
opening theory just to stay afloat in a game. Even with this excellent work from Lakdawala, the Owen's really does 
remain an unexplored horizon - there's plenty of room for people to play a fresh game of chess!Lakdawala, in this 
book, does an excellent job of laying the basic groundwork of common plans and tactics of the Owen's. All of the lines 
Lakdawala chooses are thematically connected - the Owen's tends towards a light squared strategy, and this thematic 
approach stretches across the repertoire he advocates. The games he chooses are spot on for their explanatory power, 
and are all highly thematic for the sort of games you'll get from the opening. I also appreciate the honesty he displays 
with his evaluations - for one of the critical lines of the Owen's (which involves a quick e5 and Ng5) he freely admits 
that Black has to play super precisely to stay in the game. I appreciate this honesty - don't blow sunshine at me when I 
need to have my hard hat on!I cannot find any fault with Lakdawala's analysis - his lines seem thorough, and he retains 
a practical touch that emphasizes the playability of the position. For weekend tournament players, this is a huge boon - 
one downside to an author such as Avrukh is that he focuses solely on the theoretical standing of a line and not 
whether it can be played for a win. All of Lakdawala's lines have plenty of life which can be translated into wins, 
which is all that matters for weekend Swiss warriors.The only little quibble I have with Lakdawala is his writing style. 
I've disagreed with this style far more vehemently on other occasions - vehemently enough to earn a tongue lashing 
from Jeremy Silman. Reading a Lakdawala book is like reading no other book - there are lots of metaphors. Lots. 
Maybe a bit too many :P I will say that he has reined himself in quite a bit since he published his Kramnik book, and 
it's a huge improvement. I didn't have any moments of eye rolling as I have had in the past - this book is too good to be 
defeated by writing style.

This series provides an ideal platform to study chess openings. By continually challenging the reader to answer 
probing questions throughout the book, the Move by Move format greatly encourages the learning and practicing of 



vital skills just as much as the traditional assimilation of opening knowledge. Carefully selected questions and answers 
are designed to keep you actively involved and allow you to monitor your progress as you learn. This is an excellent 
way to study any chess opening and at the same time improve your general chess skills and knowledge.1...b6 is a 
dynamic defense which allows Black to steer the game into relatively unchartered territory, where White players are 
unable to relax and rely on their opening book knowledge. A major attraction of 1...b6 is that it can be employed 
against all of Whites mainline openings, including 1 e4, 1 d4, 1 Nf3 and 1 c4. In this book, International Master Cyrus 
Lakdawala examines all the important variations after 1...b6. Using illustrative games, he explains the main positional 
and tactical ideas for both sides, provides answers to all the key questions and tells you everything you need to know 
about successfully playing 1...b6.Essential guidance and training with 1...b6Provides repertoire options for 
BlackUtilizes an ideal approach to chess study

About the AuthorCyrus Lakdawala is an International Master, a former National Open and American Open Champion, 
and a six-time State Champion. He has been teaching chess for over 30 years, and coaches some of the top junior 
players in the US. 


