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John Nunn : 1001 Deadly Checkmates  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised 1001 Deadly Checkmates: 

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. New Standard In Checkmate Instruction?By R. TobiasI think that 
this is a modern chess classic. It is one of the finest chess books I have ever seen. English GM John Nunn is 
universally acknowledged to be one of the best chess authors in the world, and he has again lived up to his reputation. 
The content of the book is outstanding. Nunn has combed many thousands of games to find the best examples from 
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modern play. (You may be surprised at how many strong and even famous players fall into relatively simple mates.) 
Every significant type of mate is included (eg, back rank mates, mates w/ doubled rooks, mates on the diagonal, queen 
sacks, mates by line opening, and many, many more), including mates that were not easily categorized. Most examples 
are from quite recent play. A useful feature is that the mates are categorized into 5 levels of difficulty. Level one 
problems are just that, quite elementary, while the level five problems require rather advanced skills to solve. So one 
approach is to solve all the level one problems, then cycle through the book again on level two, and so forth. Each 
chapter is followed by a valuable quiz to test your mastery of the material. The large format book is very attractive, 
with clean, dark fonts and large clear diagrams that allow you to work w/o a board if you like. Answers are kept 
separate from the problems, placed at the end of each chapter, so you won't be tempted to glance over at an answer. 
My favorite checkmates book had always been Renaud and Kahn's 'The Art of the Checkmate' (still a delightful and 
useful work), but this book easily surpasses that one. It is one of the finest chess books I have ever seen, and should be 
part of your core collection of chess books. Mastering a wide variety of checkmates is one of the best ways to improve 
your chess, and this may well be the best book available on the subject. Very highly recommended.3 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. Will Help You Find Mates Lurking Where You Might Have Missed ThemBy Robert 
WatsonThis is the perfect book for me. I used to play a lot of chess, but somewhere along the line I grew tired of the 
win-lose-draw aspect of it. I guess I always liked the beauty of chess more than the struggle over the board. So I really 
enjoy solving puzzles like those presented here. But if you are still interested in winning, this books will certainly 
help.11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Perfection realized for KindleBy Edward KrauseThis book is 
exactly what it claims to be - a massive collection of find-a-mates. Nunn's collection is the best of its kind that I know 
of (although the Polgar book is a time-consuming marvel as well). I bought the Kindle edition and, to echo the 
comments of a previous reviewer, the formatting is sublime. One (and only one) problem per page, followed 
immediately by the solution. The board display is quite large in each example. Why in the world this format has 
evaded other puzzle books is a mystery to me. (On a side note even "The Giant Chess Puzzle Book," also written by 
Mr. Nunn, differs slightly. It seems this is the lone chess book that really "nailed it" for the Kindle.)

For all chess-players, from beginners to world champions, from kids to seniors, delivering checkmate is the greatest 
thrill the game has to offer. The ability to spot checkmates is a vital skill - and this easy-to-use book shows you how it 
is done. With the help of Grandmaster John Nunn, you will be ready to shock your next opponent with a deadly 
checkmate, whether in a school match, a club tournament - or even a championship game! By focusing exclusively on 
positions from real games, ranging from junior events to grandmaster encounters, Nunn ensures that the mates featured 
are those which arise most often in real life. He also highlights themes and ideas that are often missed in practice. 
While solving these puzzles, your all-important 'mental library' of patterns will grow, leading to an immediate increase 
in your playing strength. All 1001 puzzle positions have been carefully checked, and are graded by theme and 
difficulty. Points are awarded for finding the checkmate, so you can measure your skill. Most of the puzzles are 
suitable for novice and junior players. The last chapter challenges you with 'extreme checkmates', but don't worry: 
you'll be ready for them! 

About the Author Dr John Nunn is one of the best-respected figures in world chess, having numbered among the 
world's leading grandmasters for nearly twenty years. He has won four gold medals in chess Olympiads, and has three 
times been crowned World Chess Solving Champion. Nunn's playing style is notoriously aggressive, with sacrifices, 
king-hunts and checkmates featuring in many of his finest wins. 


