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Dan Heisman : A Guide to Chess Improvement: The Best Of Novice Nook  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Guide to Chess Improvement: The Best Of Novice Nook: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Like being lectured by Treebeard.By Skippy 01Including the part 
where you realize that Treebeard is right: you've been hasty, very hasty...Dan Heisman's focus is on removing 
misconceptions and bad habits. The amount of positive chess information is small. He has only a few points he wants 
to make and plenty of space to make them in, so he beats them into the ground.Some of these points will not apply to 
you. Your circumstances are different, or you already know that. Therefore whole chapters are tedious. The lecturing 
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on how to have a useful relationship with a chess coach, prices, travel, reasonable expectations and so on goes on and 
on.The chapters on time management (in other words "do not be hasty") went on and on...And then I realized that he 
was right, and that these bits of advice were relevant to me (even though I resisted that idea at first), and that I needed 
to go through all this patiently as many times as it took for the advice to sink in. (Not just on time management 
either.)I've been through the book once, and I'm starting again.I don't know if this will affect my rating at all. But I can 
point to several moves in my games that were different from and better than what they would have been if I had not 
been bearing in mind some advice from A Guide to Chess Improvement, and at other points I dug into alternative lines 
of play that I would not have considered before, but nothing came of it.That's pretty good. I've read much more 
prestigious chess books that had no useful effect on my play or my chess thinking.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Remarkable piece of writing for chess improvementBy tech guy in NYCI stumbled across Heisman's 
articles back in the day and it became very obvious that the quality and clarity of the articles are amazing. There are 
many strong chess players but there are very few strong chess players that can teach well. Heisman exemplifies this. I 
am a self taught 1700 player I relied mostly on solving tactics puzzles and reading the occasional article or book or 
video. This book helps confirm a lot of the theories I had on self improvement and adds upon it. If you are a self taught 
player and feel that you have gaps in your knowledge this book won't teach you per se but will guide you in the right 
direction. There is an immense amount of chess media out there and this book will help you navigate it. Also it goes 
over some topics that chess books normally don't cover like psychology and traits. I would even go as far as to say that 
this book is incredibly necessary (in it will save a lot of time) if you want to improve in chess.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Anything by Dan Heisman is excellent and worth reading + rereadingBy Tony 
MeyerAnything by Dan Heisman is excellent and worth reading + rereading. He, John Nunn and Jeremy Sillman are 
my favorite chess writers.

A Guide to Chess Improvement features the very best of Dan Heismans multi-award winning chess column Novice 
Nook, which has run for the past ten years at the popular website ChessCafe.com. This book is full of valuable 
instruction, insight and practical advice on a wide range of key subjects: general improvement, thought processes, 
planning and strategy, tactics, endgame play, technique, time management and much more besides.Heisman has 
thoroughly revised, expanded and updated his work to produce an easy-to-navigate guide. He has also included brand 
new and exclusive columns. Any player from beginner to expert who is serious about improving their chess should 
read this book!*An essential guide to chess improvement*Covers in depth all the key areas of chess*Written by a 
distinguished chess instructor

From the Back CoverA Guide to Chess Improvement features the very best of Dan Heisman's multi-award winning 
chess column Novice Nook, which has run for the past ten years at the popular website ChessCafe.com. This book is 
full of valuable instruction, insight and practical advice on a wide range of key subjects: general improvement, thought 
processes, planning and strategy, tactics, endgame play, technique, time management and much more besides.Heisman 
has thoroughly revised, expanded and updated his work to produce an easy-to-navigate guide. He has also included 
brand new and exclusive columns. Any player from beginner to expert who is serious about improving their chess 
should read this book!*An essential guide to chess improvement*Covers in depth all the key areas of chess*Written 
by a distinguished chess instructor 


