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H.J.R. Murray : A History of Chess: The Original 1913 Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of Chess: The Original 1913 Edition: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Chess, the game that never dies but passes through the agesBy 
Simon YahyaOne of the books that any chess player will have to have, If that is one wants to know the logic behind 
the developement of this game. It did give me a sense of Understanding more of the word Strategy and how it linked 
from generation to the next. I like the way how it travelled -the game- from one tribe or country to the other. It was 
spread through flowing rivers, to war booty and even a message from one kingdom to the other. Truly Chess is Life, if 
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I may say and not experiencing the game is a great Loss?0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is a 
classicBy CustomerThis is a classic. What better praises here? There are a few errors in the rules for various native 
chess games, but their minor.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. but there is no better starting pointBy 
Michael L. WilsonThis is the only serious reference on the history of the game, and is encyclopedic in scope. Some of 
the research is now considered a little dated and controversial, but there is no better starting point.

An epic work that took more than a decade to complete, A History of Chess, originally published in 1913, is a historic 
undertaking that shattered preconceptions about the game upon publication. Over a century later, Murrays research 
and conclusions, in which he argues that chess originated in India, are still widely accepted by most chess 
historians.Undertaking such a pioneering task, the scope of which has never been attempted before or since, Murray 
taught himself to read Arabic in order to decipher historical manuscripts on the game and its beginnings. His study 
unravels the history of the game as it evolved from its Asiatic beginnings, through the role chess played in Europe 
during the Middle Ages, and up until the nineteenth century with the arrival of modern chess as we know it.A History 
of Chess includes transcribed diagrams of important games, as well as some of the more famous historical chess 
figurines, such as the Lewis chessmen. No single work on the game of chess has become close to touching Murrays in 
breadth or significance.

So fascinating it is difficult to put down. (Ernest J. Clarke - American Chess Bulletin)The classic book on the subject; 
nine hundred pages of meticulous research. (William Hartston - The Kings of Chess)About the Author H.J.R. Murray 
was an English school inspector and prominent chess historian. His father was the first editor of the Oxford English 
Dictionary. Murray only published one other book during his lifetime, A History of Board Games Other Than Chess. 
He lived in England. 


