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Douglas A Van Belle : A Novel Approach to Politics: Introducing Political Science through Books, Movies and 
Popular Culture, 3rd Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised A Novel Approach to Politics: Introducing Political Science through Books, Movies and Popular Culture, 3rd 
Edition: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. It explains well and I like the fact that it uses fictionBy JonahIt 
explains well and I like the fact that it uses fiction, yet his jokes are not funny and they end up getting annoying. I felt 
as if much of the book was trying to make a point to relate to the topic at hand, yet didn't do a good job doing so. It 
went on and on and I lost interest completely. When he does explain, he does it well, but the jokes were WAY too 
much and not funny, and much of it got off topic.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Least Awful 
Book to Read for Poli SciBy AnandaMy Professor assigned this textbook for an intro to political science class. It's not 
that bad to get through and for that reason alone I think, in the realm of textbooks, that it's not that bad of a read. Van 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1452218226


Belle likes to think he's super cool and use "modern pop culture references" to explain political theory and make it 
more relatable to an audience of college kids. Sometimes it doesn't work though, like his use of Mad Max, a movie 
that came out in the late 70s, to explain anarchy. However, you still understand all his references because he actually 
explains the premise of each book/movie/tv show. This can also slow down the chapter because there's sometimes a lot 
of explanation. But you do not have to by any means be familiar with any of the works he mentions.My overall 
impression: I'm glad I have to read this textbook instead of anything else.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. I'm glad my professor chose this book for classBy AmyI'm glad my professor chose this book for class. It 
makes it super fun to do the readings rather than being boring and unbearable. Book was in typical used condition. No 
problems. 

Students often complain that textbooks are boring, especially the door-stoppers in use for most survey courses. But 
they've never had a textbook like this. Van Belle delivers the core concepts and real-world political examples you'd 
expect from an introductory book, just in a way that students will actually have fun reading and will retain after the 
exam. The textbook stuff is here too-chapter summaries, bolded key terms, and discussion questions.
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