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Jay Bonin, Greg Keener : Active Pieces: Practical Advice from America's Most Relentless Tournament Player 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Active Pieces: Practical 
Advice from America's Most Relentless Tournament Player: 

27 of 29 people found the following review helpful. Jay Bonin concisely organizes his thoughts and provides excellent 
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examples to show the reader how to put his ...By Joseph MThis is an outstanding practical guide for club and 
tournament players looking to improve their game. Jay Bonin concisely organizes his thoughts and provides excellent 
examples to show the reader how to put his plans and ideas into practice. Bonin has destroyed me over the board many 
times over the years, no matter what opening I chose he always came up with a plan to capitalize on any little 
advantage. In this book he shows us how he does it. The games are chosen to demonstrate how to beat a wide variety 
of playing styles, with easy to follow annotations that don't deviate unnecessarily like so many other books. The book 
is organized thematically to appeal to players who play regularly in clubs and tournaments, educating these players in 
how to deal with the recurrent challenges they face. I highly recommend Active Pieces for any chess player who wants 
to improve their skills and, in particular, to formulate winning game plans over the board.13 of 13 people found the 
following review helpful. A great book for both beginner players and master playersBy Jonathan MunnellA great book 
for both beginner players and master players. A player can find something useful in any chapter of this book. A 
beginner can see how experts and masters play, get the feeling that they are in one of their own games and try to use 
the simple development that IM Bonin uses in his own games to keep equality or get an advantage. An expert or 
master player can move right past the simple development and delve into the theory of the book. With many of the 
same positions played many times, he/she can see how a player can use the same openings and positions to gain an 
advantage. At least he/she can use this book as a tool to gain simple equality in their own games. I have become 
interested in the Nbd2, Qb3 Slav lines. I know that IM Bonin played this against me once, with a convincing win. It 
wasn't until this book that I see he plays this opening, and other openings, with a lot of care and love.The tactics at the 
end are great. It will take some time, I myself have not gone through even 10% of the problems in the back, but as they 
were taken from the same player (IM Bonin), a familiar pattern starts to develop. It is not your average book. Mr. 
Keener has taken a lifetime worth of games, stories and chess adventures and crafted them so perfectly into a couple of 
hundred pages. It is very well written, very well crafted and while it doesn't share many of IM Bonin's lifetime of 
stories, it does shine a light on the most traveled, well versed, and quite frankly the hungriest chess player in american 
chess history. IM Bonin is as hungry to play chess as he is to sit down with the average player and look over a game or 
two. Maybe even one of your games!Recommended to the fullest.20 of 22 people found the following review helpful. 
Jay does an excellent job of concisely explaning the key elements of the ...By Brian KarenDisclaimer I purchased this 
book first and foremost because IM Jay Bonin - the most active chess player in history - is a friend.But I have been 
pleasantly surprised at how much I am learning from the book about positional chess. Jay does an excellent job of 
concisely explaning the key elements of the position. Great stuff for players who want to learn about how to take 
advantage of good pieces, pawn majorities, and endgame play. Also, plenty of attacking chess.This is a classic.* I have 
not received the hard copy yet. I am reading it on the forward app on my Ipad.
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