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bell hooks: All About Love: New Visions before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised All About Love: New Visions:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. | loved bell hooks take on loveBy Diane Belinskyl loved bell hooks
take on love. She does agood job of asserting her feminist viewpoint, while still referencing important experts (like
Scott Peck) who have already written extensively on the topic. It was very digestible and certainly something | will
recommend to others when they are struggling with what real love means.3 of 3 people found the following review
helpful. Changed the way | see thingsBy CHICAGOThis book changed the way | ook at my own marriage of 16 years


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060959479

and also at the childhood visions | had of love and what the realistic outcome has been. | have recommended this book
to many friends and sent it as gifts to others feeling stuck in their own personal relationships. Thank you for writing
this refreshing take on love and it's complexity.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | love Bell HooksBy
Customerl love Bell Hooks, and this book should be on everyone's bookshelf. And at this price, why not? She does
well to redefine what loveis, and it opens your eyesto letting go and forgiveness, and also invites you to create a
community where genuine love is practiced. Eye opening, a bit depressing, but a must have book.

"Theword "love" is most often defined as a noun, yet...we would all love better if we used it asaverb," writes bell
hooks as she comes out fighting and on firein All About Love. Here, at her most provocative and intensely personal,
the renowned scholar, cultural critic, and feminist skewers our view of love asromance. In its place she offers a
proactive new ethic for a people and a society bereft with lovelessness.As bell hooks uses her incisive mind and razor-
sharp pen to explore the question "What is love?" her answers strike at both the mind and heart. In thirteen concise
chapters, hooks examines her own search for emotional connection and society's failure to provide a model for
learning to love. Razing the cultural paradigm that the ideal love isinfused with sex and desire, she provides a new
path to love that is sacred, redemptive, and healing for the individuals and for a nation. The Utne Reader declared bell
hooks one of the "100 Visionaries Who Can Change Y our Life." All About Love isa powerful affirmation of just how
profoundly she can.

.com Readers of bell hooks's fiery and eloquent attacks on racism and sexism might be surprised to see her take on the
elusive subject of love, but in her own unique way, hooks beautifully weaves her childhood search for that emotion
with society's misuse (and dire need) of it. All About Love takes apart the sentimental and often fleeting aspects of
romance, stuck in the muddled urges of sex, and details the problems that arise from the confusion between the two.
What hooks does best is reveal that the true force of loveliesin its spiritual, redemptive power, which can impact
positively on humankind: "When angels speak of love they tell usit isonly by loving that we enter an earthly
paradise,” she writes. "They tell us paradise is our home and love our true destiny." --Eugene Holley Jr.From
Publishers WeeklyTaking on yet another popular topic in her role as cultural critic, hooks blends the personal and the
psychological with the philosophical in her latest book--a thoughtful but frequently familiar examination of love
American style. A distinguished professor of English at City College in New Y ork City, she explains her sense of
urgency about confronting a subject that countless writers have analyzed: "I feel our nation's turning away from love
asintensely as| felt love's abandonment in my girlhood. Turning away, we risk moving in awilderness of spirit so
intense we may never find our way home again." With an engaging narrative style, hooks presents a series of possible
ways to reverse what she sees as the emotional and cultural fallout caused by flawed visions of love largely defined by
men who have been socialized to distrust its value and power. She proposes a transformative love based on affection,
respect, recognition, commitment, trust and care, rather than the customary forms stemming from gender stereotypes,
domination, control, ego and aggression. However, many of her insights about self-love, forgiveness, compassion and
openness have been explored in greater depth by the legion of writers hooks quotes liberally throughout the book, such
as John Bradshaw, Lucia Hodgson, Thich Nhat Hanh, Thomas Merton and M. Scott Peck, among others. Still, every
page offers useful nuggets of wisdom to aid the reader in overcoming the fears of total intimacy and of loss. Although
the chapter on angels comes across as filler, hooks's view of amour is ultimately a pleasing, upbeat alternative to the
slew of books that proclaim the demise of love in our cynical time. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information,
Inc.From Library JournalEnglish professor hooks (Remembered Rapture) has myriad views on the subject of lovein
this serious work; she touches on honesty in relationships, spirituality in our lives, greed as a destructive force, and the
death of loved ones. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



