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Maira Kalman : And the Pursuit of Happiness  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised And the Pursuit of Happiness: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Well, That Sure Is Another Way To Look At ItBy EllenJLet's have a 
party!I like parties.We could invite our favorite friendsNo matter when they lived,or even whether.Let's see...We 
should invite Madeline, don't you think?or at least Mr. Ludwig Bemelmans.And maybe Bart Simpson, too.And 
certainly Mr. Marshall McLuan.I wonder if The Founding Fathers would have enjoyed a medium massage?It's always 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0143122037


refreshing to see how a commentary on our familiar historic icons would treat all those ideas we're SUPPOSED to 
have arrived at "spontaneously" (while still conforming to what our teachers were required to impart to us) by stepping 
"out of line" and looking at it like...Well, like a child. But an ADULT child.Don't know quite what I mean?READ 
THIS BOOK0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Spot on!By Barbara J BergI fell in love with this book 
while visiting my son and his family. It was laying on the table, and having nothing to do, I began to flip through it. It 
immediately spoke to me, and I did not want to put it down, but my "chosen" daughter had just purchased it, so I had 
to share. I immediately ordered my own and read it cover-to-cover. Now I am going through it again to appreciate the 
art. We all seem to be in pursuit ... She puts it into perspective. It is a forever book. Just pick it up anytime, at any 
page, and enjoy!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. fabulousBy LoribeeI am an avid Maira Kalman 
fan -- her words, her art, her children's books. While waiting for the release of this volume, I took an unexpected trip to 
San Francisco and stumbled upon an exhibit of Kalman's work at the Contemporary Jewish Museum. Nothing could 
compare to seeing the original works, and having this book as a keepsake upon my return home. Her wit and wisdom 
is a sheer joy; her art inspirational!

Energized and inspired by the 2008 elections, celebrated illustrator Maira Kalman traveled to Washington, D.C., 
launching a year-long investigation of American democracy and its workings. The result is an artists idiosyncratic 
vision of history and contemporary politics. Whether returning to Americas historical roots at the Lincoln archive and 
Jeffersons Monticello, or taking the pulse of the present day at a town hall meeting in Vermont, an Army base in 
Kentucky, and the inner chambers of the Supreme Court, Kalman finds evidence of democracy at work all around us. 
Her route is always one of fascinating indirection, but one that captures and shares in hundreds of beautiful, colorful 
reasons why we are proud to be Americans.

.com With her trademark style, wit, sensitivity, and spontaneity, Maira Kalman guides a whirlwind tour of American 
democracy. And the Pursuit of Happiness is beloved artist and author Maira Kalman's yearlong investigation of 
democracy and how it works. Energized and inspired by the 2008 elections, on inauguration day Kalman traveled to 
Washington, D.C., launching a national tour that would take her from a town hall meeting in Newfane, Vermont, to 
the inner chambers of the Supreme Court. As we follow Kalman's wholly idiosyncratic journey, we fall in love with 
Lincoln alongside her as she imagines making a home for herself in the center of his magisterial memorial; ponder 
Alexis de Tocqueville's America; witness the inner workings of a Bronx middle-school student council; take a high-
speed lesson in great American women in the National Portrait Gallery; and consider the cost of war to the brave 
American service families of Fort Campbell, Kentucky. The observations she makes as she travels charm and inform, 
and-as we have come to expect with Kalman-the route is always one of fascinating indirection. Kalman finds evidence 
of democracy at work all around us. And the cast of characters we meet along the way is rousing good company, 
featuring visits from Benjamin Franklin, Eleanor Roosevelt, and many others. And the Pursuit of Happiness is a 
remarkable tribute to our history and a powerful reminder of the potential our future holds, from a true national 
treasure. A Look Inside And the Pursuit of Happiness (Click on Images to Enlarge) 


