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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. ExquisiteBy ElizabethWhat a beautiful, high quality set. I didn't 
expect it to be quite this nice! I thought the books would be short, but each is over 200 pages. They're big and bound in 
smooth, shiny cloth. Everything is assembled so artistically. The pages of the memoirs book are photocopies of 
Dienes' actual typewritten pages, complete with handwritten margin notes. I've been a massive Marilyn fan for years, 
and Dienes is my favorite of her photographers. These books contain stunning pictures I've never seen before, and 
plenty of new insights. This is the jewel of my Marilyn library!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... 
missing 2 whole pages that happened to be my favorite pic which I know because I used to have ...By 
MariadelmarThis book was missing 2 whole pages that happened to be my favorite pic which I know because I used to 
have this edition. Disappointed.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Not Complete, but Good.By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=3822837229


Girl3000Andre de Dienes has taken some of the most precious photographs of Marilyn Monroe that there are. If you 
know that, or are a big Marilyn Monroe fan, know this: they are not all here, not even close. However, it's one of the 
nicer books for the collector. I am disappointed because they've altered some photos, ie, placed the image of her head 
in the sky, etc., where I would have preferred to see the original photo instead. I am hoping for a more complete, color 
photo book of his work at some point, but this is definitely worth getting.

Fashion photographer Andre de Dienes' life was changed forever one day in 1945 when he met a lovely young 
aspiring model named Norma Jean Dougherty. He instantly fell in love with her innocence and charm and the two 
were briefly engaged. They took many adventurous road trips together in those early years, de Dienes shooting Norma 
Jean in every possible natural setting in his original, inspired style. He soon built up a huge portfolio of stunning 
photographs of the smiling brunette which helped to launch her model career and, a few years later, a film career that 
was to make her a legend. His entire relationship with the star, including many private moments shared only between 
the two, is detailed in de Dienes' secret memoirs, which were discovered when Monroe fans ravaged his home after his 
death in 1988. Never before published, the memoirs tell a beautiful story of love and friendship from the point of view 
of someone who knew Marilyn intimately; describing the transformation from Norma Jean to Marilyn Monroe - the 
evolution of a sensitive, ambitious girl into a deeply troubled megastar - from an inside perspective, they shed light on 
a little-known side of Marilyn. From their trip to see Norma Jean's mother in a mental hospital to Marilyn's visit to his 
home a few days before her death, de Dienes recounts all of the emotional moments they shared. The combination of 
de Dienes' memoirs and an extensive selection of his Monroe photographs (which numbered in the thousands) makes 
for an unprecedented, personal exploration into the psychology, history, and iconography of the world's favorite movie 
star.
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