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Patrick Berry : Puzzle Masterpieces: Elegant Challenges for Crossword Lovers  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Puzzle Masterpieces: Elegant Challenges for 
Crossword Lovers: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant construction, very difficult solvingBy Paul MastinPatrick 
Berry is not known for easy puzzles, of course, but these were harder than I could really enjoy doing. I DID enjoy the 
amazing, intricate constructions, though. Berry shows his brilliance putting these together. I showed my lack of 
brilliance by being able to complete maybe 10% of the puzzles without peeking at the solution. Bottom line: if you 
love a good challenge and appreciate creative puzzle construction, you'll love this book. If you are a casual crossword 
puzzle solver, keep looking.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Love this book!By Cat PeopleTerrific! 
Hubby and I have always enjoyed Berry's weekly puzzle in the Wall Street Journal, so I was quite happy to see a book 
full of 'em. Bought two copies, one as a gift, and am now ordering a third for -- don't read this, Jim -- a convalescing 
friend. I wish I had thought to photocopy the puzzles in our own copy so that we can redo them several years from 
now as our memories begin to fade. Nearly had an infarct when I saw that the hardcover edition is now $66.00, but 
found it in paperback from an associate vendor for $3.00 or so.13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. 
Masterpieces indeed!By H. RitterI absolutely love this book, a gift during a recent surgical convalescence. The puzzles 
are perfect - hard, but not impossible, some good for one sitting, many that need to be revisited a couple of times, but 
all satisfying. Many crostic/variety type puzzles lose my interest once they are 'cracked', but not these - the crafting is 
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just fabulous. And the book design/printing is gorgeous and elegant.

Words, prepare to meet your masterand sophisticated solvers, prepare for a treat. Patrick Berrys puzzles are 
unparalleled; whether in the New York Times or Games Magazine, everything he touches turns to mind-stretching 
gold. And now he has created the most eye-catching crosswords ever seen, in a collection thats as visually gorgeous as 
it is mentally stimulating. The grids in these puzzles dont look anything like typical crosswordsinstead, they come in a 
variety of shapes, each with its own unique twist. Of course, these attractive challenges are all filled with the freshest 
words and phrases, and clued with a wicked sense of wordplay. This handsome volume would make the perfect gift 
for any word lover. 

About the AuthorPatrick Berry is a freelance puzzle constructor whose work has appeared in the Wall Street Journal, 
Harper's, The New Yorker and numerous other publications. He is also the editor of The Chronicle of Higher 
Education's weekly crossword. 


