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Matthew Sadler : Queen's Gambit Declined  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Queen's Gambit Declined: 

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Best opening book I've seen!By Kenneth KayeI recently purchased 
Sadler's QGD book because Silman had recommended this line as a solid, easy to learn response to d4 and I wanted a 
deeper understanding than what Silman provided in his short article(available on his web site). My initial reaction to 
Sadler's book is simple, "Why don't chess publishers REQUIRE all opening books be written like this?" QGD uses the 
typical complete game method found in most opening books. What sets it apart is the Socratic method Q and A that 
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explains just about everything about the lines discussed. I believe that far too many opening books expect you to know 
a lot about the line before you begin the book, this book does not make that fatal error. In short, this book can TEACH 
you the lines it covers. My understanding is growing daily. Hats off to Mr. Sadler. Now let's urge publishers to follow 
his format with all their opening books.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Anthony 
ScaliThis is well written and requires that you have some experience with the QGD.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Superb Opening Manual!By R. TobiasThis is a gem of a book. It won the Book Of the Year award in 
2000 from the British Chess Federation. It is a general survey of the QGD. It is in the form of a games collection (112 
gm) with extensive educational comments. Many are given in a very useful Q and A format, and Sadler is by no means 
without a sense of humor! So the book is more fun to play through than some, and Sadler's notes show that he has a 
real heart for teaching chess. In case you don't know, he is a quite strong English GM rated close to 2700 at his 
highest. He covers all the main 'flavors' of the QGD, including the Lasker and Tartakower vars, the 'Orthodox' QGD, 
the Exchange Var (VERY popular at club level. If you play the QGD, you must learn this var very well!), and the 
other main vars, the Bf4 lines and Bxf6 lines. The Cambridge Springs and Ragozin vars do not seem to receive 
coverage. This is a very fine opening reference. Rather than learn endless branching trees of variations (which you will 
often either forget or mix up in a serious game!) you will grow in UNDERSTANDING of not only the QGD but of 
chess in general thanks to the quality of the notes and the games covered. Highly recommended. Addendum: Don't let 
the age of the book scare you off. The QGD, being a strategic opening, doesn't see its theory change as rapidly or 
drastically as more tactical openings. The general notes are still quite helpful, and you can supplement this fine 
reference with newer works and/or a database to keep up w/ the theory.

In this book Grandmaster Sadler explains the ideas behind the Queen's Gambit Declined, one of Black's most 
dependable replies to the queens pawn. He discusses all of the major variations in popular practice, explaining the key 
plans and ideas and highlighting important recent developments. 

From the Back CoverIn this book Grandmaster Sadler explains the ideas behind the Queen's Gambit Declined, one of 
Black's most dependable replies to the queen's pawn. He discusses all of the major variations in popular practice, 
explaining the key plans and ideas and highlighting important recent developments. Written by Grandmaster Matthew 
Sadler, one of the world's top young players, this book offers a full explanation of both the latest theory and important 
thematic ideas and covers the ever-popular Queen's Gambit Declined. (6 1/4 x 9 1/4, 176, pages, bw illustrations) 


