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Mark Dvoretsky : Recognizing Your Opponent's Resources: Developing Preventive Thinking  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Recognizing Your Opponent's Resources: 
Developing Preventive Thinking: 

22 of 23 people found the following review helpful. Virtually Unique in chess literature in English, this has been 
available in German for some timeBy Ransith FernandoThe only book in English, that I have seen that is devoted to 
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develop a skill of thinking like your opponent. The book consists of four chapters, "Paying attention to you opponents 
Resources", "The process of elimination", "Traps" and "Prophylactic Thinking" Each chapter starts with theoretical 
section of approximately 12-15 pages that introduces the topic followed by approximately 180, 106 36, 154 exercises 
for each chapter, bit on the style of Artur Jussupows series of nine books. This book should help players reduce the 
over the board blunders.If you own the series of three German books by the same author "Aufmerksamkeit gegenuber 
gegnerishen moglichkeiten", "Ausschlussmethods Fallenspiel" and "Prophylaktisches Denken" then the only 
additional chapter you get is :Traps" the other three chapters are identical diagram to diagram to each one of the 
German books. In the source material section the author mentions his chess cafe articles, bot I could not find a 
reference to the three German books. This is definitely a good buy, I would have rated it five if I saw the reference to 
the three German books.20 of 22 people found the following review helpful. Mark Dvoretsky is a brilliant author who 
takes enormous pride in his written workBy Robert J. FischerWhy would anyone not give this book five stars? Mark 
Dvoretsky is a brilliant author who takes enormous pride in his written work. This book is no exception. Other than 
Jacob Aagard's book, Practical Chess Defense, there are no other problem books designed to teach you to think for 
your opponent and incorporate his ideas in your plans. This book fills that void.My rating is 2154 and I find these 
problems very challenging. There are 476 problems in this book and you can easily spend an hour doing three or four 
of them, if you take the time to review the ones that you missed. So for $20 bucks you get 120 hours of pure chess 
enjoyment. What is great about the book is that many of the problems are filled with intermezzos. surprise moves and 
other ideas for your opponent that you simply must plan for or you will lose.As far as making you a better player, I 
would challenge you to find a book that will give you more benefit for the effort spent. If you are rated less than 1900, 
you might find the problems too challenging. But if you take the time to analyze the solutions and understand what 
you missed you will learn a lot. If you are under 1700, get this book when you get better.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. The missing manual for chess(almost)By Luther G. Barnum Jr.If ever there was a missing 
manual to chess, this is it. Let's face it, many of us chess players purchase Opening and Endgame books all the time. 
We purchase books on combinations and some of us even purchase books on strategy in general. This book is none of 
that but may be one of the most important books in any collection. This is one of those books like My System that 
touches on Prophylactic Thinking. Dvoretsky and Yusupov have been leaders in talking about this subject.

Know Thy EnemySun Tsu, The Art of WarUnderstanding what your opponent is planning to do or trying to 
accomplish is one of the core skills required to take your game to the next level. Viktor Kortchnoi once wrote, Well, if 
you do not check what your opponent is doing, you will end up complaining about bad luck after every game. This 
book consists of four chapters, all associated with the ability to think not only for yourself, but also for your opponent, 
to put yourself in his place. In this book, renowned author and chess trainer Mark Dvoretsky supplies the reader with 
high-quality material for independent training. Each chapter starts with a short theoretical section. Then dozens of 
exercises are given, from easy, even elementary, to difficult. Training your skills in searching for a move and 
calculating variations will help you at all stages of the game which is why among the almost 500 exercises, there are 
opening, middlegame and endgame positions. Finally, the comments in the Solutions are quite detailed. Throughout 
the book, the author has tried to set forth the logic of the search for a solution, to show how a player can come to the 
right conclusions at the board. Recognizing Your Opponents Resources is virtually unique in chess literature. And Sun 
Tsu would surely have approved

About the AuthorMark Dvoretsky is generally considered the premier chess instructor in the world today. His books 
have all been received to worldwide acclaim. He lives in Moscow. 


