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From University of California Press: Religion and Popular Culturein America before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Religion and Popular Culture in America:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Required readingBy Corpsmanthis was a required reading book for
my religion class. It was very interesting, will most likely keep it to refer to it in the future.2 of 5 people found the
following review helpful. This book is better suited for firewood than reading material By JessyThis book is far fetched
and ridiculous. The authors and contributors seem to be grasping at straws to get their points across. Chapters such as
"Losing their way to salvation: women, weight loss, and the salvation myth of culture lite" and "Rap music and its
message: | nterpreting the contact between religion and popular culture” are so out there and fact-less that it's achore to


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520246896

read and left me shaking my head with my hands in the air at the absurdity of some of the claims. The authors have
their own theories and opinions and chose to get their points across via a book that could be scaled down into a
pamphlet.If you have any sort of intelligence you should avoid this book unlessit's assigned reading. | will be
returning this book as soon as | no longer need it for class.0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. | got this
book for my Religion in Pop Culture ...By CarissaMelissal got this book for my Religion in Pop Culture course. DO
NOT GET THE EBOOK if you are taking a class. for some reason never has page numbers and it makes it very
difficult to follow along in a course without the page numbers for required readings.

The connection between American popular culture and religion is the subject of this multifaceted and innovative
collection. In fourteen lively essays whose topics range from the divine feminine in The DaVinci Code to Madonna's
"Like aPrayer,” and from the world of sports to the ways in which cyberculture has influenced traditional religions,
this book offers fascinating insights into what popular culture reveals about the nature of American religion today.
Revised throughout, this new edition features three new essaysincluding afascinating look at the role of womenin
apocalyptic fiction such as the Left Behind seriesand editor Bruce David Forbes has written a new introduction. In
addition to the new textual material, each chapter concludes with a set of suggested discussion questions.

From Publishers WeeklyThis is an uninspired and uninspiring hodgepodge of 14 unrelated essays of uneven quality.
Forbes and Thompson, professors at Morningside College and Iliff School of Theology, respectively, offer four
classifications for understanding the relationship between religion and popular culture: various essays examine
explicitly religious themesin television and mass market novels, ways that popular culture affects traditional
evangelical Christianity, how popular culture promulgates its own myths and traditions, and ways that religion and
popular culture can inform each other. None of these classifications seems particularly helpful. There are afew
interesting articles here, a number of which have been published before, on such subjects as Madonna, Cormac
McCarthy, Star Trek fandom, weight loss books, the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and gangsta rap. But these are
paired with essays on topics whose novelty has long worn out--on television as an "electronic golden calf," on sports
as aform of religion and on the megachurch as a spiritual marketplace. Thisis acase in which the sum of the partsis
greater than the whole. There are flashes of insight scattered throughout the volume, but overall the project is woefully
undertheorized (indeed, setting up religion and popular culture as opposing categories in the first place seems
unsophisticated). In the end, the editors offer no conclusions on religion or popular culture--and no clear direction for
thinking about either subject. (Feb.) Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. "A solid introduction to the
dialogue between the disciplines of cultural studies and religion. . . . A substantive foundation for subsequent
exploration."--"Religious Studies From the Inside FlapPRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION:A solid introduction to
the dialogue between the disciplines of cultural studies and religion. A substantive foundation for subsequent
exploration.Religious Studies A splendid collection of lively essays by fourteen scholars dealing with religion and
popular culture on the contemporary American scene.Choice



