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Larry Christiansen : Rocking the Ramparts: A Guide to Attacking Chess  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rocking the Ramparts: A Guide to Attacking Chess: 

13 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Sacrifice to winBy Murtuza HashimI like this book a lot. It shows 
the preconditions for sacrificing material. E.g King in the center, lead in development, retaining the initative etc. It 
shows the various sacrifices, like the bh7+ sacrifice, the nxf7 sacrifice and bishop and knight sacrifices on e6. It covers 
the Velimirovic Attack in the Sicilian and the double edged variations in it which have a lot of nice sacrifices. Finally 
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he sums up the book with examples of sacrifices from his own games. Also he has tactical positions at the end of the 
book from various players where you have to guess what the winning moves are, he then explains the winning 
variations and analyzes side variations.If you like this book you might also want to get Essential Chess Sacrifices and 
Attacking with Mikhail Tal.13 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Very Good Attacking Book For Many 
Skill LevelsBy Chris HallThis is a high quality book, in which the author uses very accessible language to help you 
understand the concepts. He does a very nice intro to each chapter and tells you what you will be learning by running 
through the games. Where Art of the Attack by Vladimir Vukovic fails, Larry Christiansen pulls up very nicely. This 
is because Art of Attack sometimes becomes a bit to deep and hard to understand, while Rocking the Ramparts is full 
of a bit lighter, but still fully instructive. The only problem I have with it is that sometimes it is a little sparsely 
annotated, but that may just be me expecting every book to be annotated like Robert Snyder's Unbeatable Chess 
Lessons For Juniors (another highly recommended book), which has an annotation on every move.37 of 37 people 
found the following review helpful. Attack and sacrifice to winBy A CustomerHi, "Rocking the Ramparts" by GM 
Larry Christiansen.256 pages8 chapters83 complete games with heavy annotation.289 diagramsNumerous partial 
gamesEach chapter is approximately 30-32 pages in length.Paperback with glossy cover design.Published by Batsford 
in the UK and Sterling in the US.chapter 1 "The Art of Attack"chapter 2 "Attack on the castled King - Drawing the 
King from it's Lair"chapter 3 "Kings Castled on Opposites Sides"chapter 4 "Sicilian - Opposite Sides Castling"chapter 
5 "Important Motifs for the Attacking Player"chapter 6 "Romantic Opening Thrill Rides"chapter 7 "Some LarryC 
Games"chapter 8 "Instructive Combinations and Inspirational Attacks" All major openings are covered. It is important 
to recall this book demonstrates how to attack not how to play your favorite opening. The information provided by 
GM Christiansen is superb. The sacrificial guidelines in chapter 1 is an eye opener. Chapter 6 asks you to play some 
opening lines where you are forced to attack, these lines were chosen specifically for increasing your attacking 
knowledge and sacrificial eye. How to they do it? Sacrifice piece's to a good end? The nuts and bolts of what to look 
for, how to set it up, why it will work, why it wont work are all here spread throughout the various chapters. If you are 
wanting to improve your attacking play this book will insure you know what to look for and how to pull it off. In 
particular chapter #5 "Important Motifs for the Attacking player" A series of observations and techniques are given 
with examples to illustrate the fact. Chapter 8 is a series of 30 partial games with back rank themes and smothered 
mates. The chapter concludes with some of the finest attacking chess played during this century. The games depicted 
herein are beautiful in their style and grace making chess look easy. I am pleased with it. Already the ideas are 
showing up in my play. Who is this book for? Everyone except the beginner.Algebraic notation is not used in the 
diagrams.No index of games.No index of players.

U.S. chess champion Larry Christiansen provides the principles of middlegame understanding, tactical alertness and 
counterattacking skills, enabling club players to get more out of their chess by adopting the sharp, aggressive play of 
present-day grandmasters. Chess enthusiasts will find incisive methods of play that illustrate attacking motives 
inherent in the structures of different opening systems and their variations. The Sicilian Defense, the Najdorf, Dragon, 
Taimanov-Paulsen, Sveshnikov, Rauser, Rossolimo, Closed, and Grand Prix are all handled individually, showing the 
reader how to recognize and exploit typical tactical opportunities. Even the art of swindling is not neglected, and it's 
all richly illustrated with examples from practical play, including the games of amateurs. Players of all levels enjoy 
and benefit from Christiansen's instructive writing and insider information.

About the AuthorUS Champion Larry Christiansen is a popular chess writer and strong grandmaster. 


