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Glenn Flear : Ruy Lopez Main Line  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Ruy Lopez Main Line: 

15 of 15 people found the following review helpful. just starting itBy WyoteThis book starts after 1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 
3. Bc5 a6 4. Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 Be7 6. Re1 b5 7. Ba3 d6 8. c3 0-0 - the closed defense.Then it covers 9. d4, 9. a3, 9. a4, 9. 
d3.The mainline is 9. h3; and it covers 9. ... Be6, 9. ... a5, as well as the Smyslov Variation (9. ... h6), the Zaitsev 
Variation (begins with 9. ... Bb7), the Breyer System (9. ... Nb8), the Karpov Variation (9. ... Nd7); and variations that 
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begin from 9. ... Na5 10. Bc2 c5 11. d4, namely the Keres' Defense (11. ... Nbd7 12. Nbd2), Borisenko's Defense (11. 
... Nc5 12. d5), 11. ... Re8, 11. ... Bb7, 11. ... cxd4; and finally two chapters on the Chigorin Defense, which goes 11. 
... Qc7.He begins with the Chigorin because it is the mainline of the closed defense and works back to less common 
variations.There are a few oldies but goodies (Kasparov - Karpov, WCh 1985 game 5; Fischer - Spassky [rematch] 
1992, game 1 - a couple Fischer games from the 60s are in here), but very few of the games are older than 1999. The 
world's strongest players show up all the time: plenty of Anand, Kasparov, Shirov, Short, Adams, Ponomariov, Leko, 
Bologan, Morozevich.This is not a "repertoire" kind of book - Flear is not interested in advocating for white or black, 
but in finding the objectively best lines for both.12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent 
Book for the Advanced PlayerBy Jennifer SinclairFirstly, I'd like to say that this this one of the best books on my 
shelf. It does an excellent job of showing the main moves in the Ruy Lopez, and shows all of black's main 'anti-main 
lines' from moves 9-12. However, a few words of warning are necessary. Firstly, this book doesn't cover the whole 
Ruy Lopez. It covers the Chigorin, Smyslov, Zaitsev, Karpov, and Breyer defences, the anti-Marshall (though not the 
Marshall) and 9.d4. It does not cover the Open Ruy, any non-3...a6 alternatives, or any other exceptionally strange 
defences you may encounter. As well, this is a book for the advanced player. Other than those two problems, this book 
is an excellent one and well recommended.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent bookBy Jan 
BraunI agree with the reviews here.This book deserves 5 stars.( my strenght about 2100 )

The Ruy Lopez (also known as the Spanish Game) is an extremely popular opening and one of the oldest in the history 
of chess. It has been played by virtually all the greats of the game, providing the battle scene for many world 
championship clashes involving the likes of Fischer, Karpov, Kasparov and Kramnik. Now, for the first time in many 
years, Grandmaster Glenn Flear investigates the main line of the Lopez, outlining the crucial ideas and tactics for both 
White and Black. Using illustrative games, Flear studies the fashionable and theoretical variations, plus the tricky 
sidelines. This book is perfect for those wishing to play the positions with either color.*Written by a Ruy Lopez 
expert*Up-to-date theory on the sharpest lines *Ideal for club and tournament players

From the Back CoverThe Ruy Lopez (also known as the Spanish Game) is an extremely popular opening and one of 
the oldest in the history of chess. It has been played by virtually all the greats of the game, providing the battle scene 
for many world championship clashes involving the likes of Fischer, Karpov, Kasparov and Kramnik. Now, for the 
first time in many years, Grandmaster Glenn Flear investigates the main line of the Lopez, outlining the crucial ideas 
and tactics for both White and Black. Using illustrative games, Flear studies the fashionable and theoretical variations, 
plus the tricky sidelines. This book is perfect for those wishing to play the positions with either color.*Written by a 
Ruy Lopez expert*Up-to-date theory on the sharpest lines *Ideal for club and tournament players 


