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Sarah Moon : Sarah Moon (Photofile)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Sarah Moon (Photofile): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Slim Volume But Filled With Amazing Surreal BeautyBy 
AndromedaThis is part of a series of a lil bigger than pocket size paperbacks collecting the work of great modern 
photographers. It's 82 pages of duotone and color artwork, to paraphrase the advertising - altho the color section makes 
up only a VERY small portion of the work represented. The book is printed on glossy paper, which definitely serves 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0500411069


photographs well. The pages are thick, so there's no bleed thru from behind. The binding and cover are strong. The 
images are BEAUTIFULLY reproduced.If you are already a Sarah Moon fan, i'd think you'd really like this. It's a 
good representation of her oeuvre, photography from her fashion and advertising work, as well as those done strictly 
as art; nature photography, posed shots, candid shots, profiles, landscapes, wildlife - with the art photographs taking up 
the bulk of the book. The work is spread from the 70s to the present and includes a three page preface by Moon - her 
prose is as poetic and dreamy as her photography. It's an amazing insight into her mind and working process, if not a 
long one. There's an even shorter Afterward that's only the tiniest bit analytic, the author spending a great deal of time 
talking about himself witnessing Moon's process, describing what we've already seen in the photos, without delving 
into much criticism. A few pages in the back are devoted to a "Select" bibliography List of Exhibitions, as well as lists 
of Awards and her Films.There is an amazing dreamy quality to Sarah Moon's work, and i'm not entirely clear why she 
isn't classified as a Surrealist more often - perhaps because she wasn't part of the original Surrealist group, and wasn't 
under the patronizing thumb of Andre Breton. However, Moon is definitely a modern Surrealist, her photographs are 
tone poems of the mind, cracks of light into the subconscious, dreams sometimes feverish or sublime; strange and 
beautiful. Even her fashion photography has a dream-like quality. I read in a book on Fashion that Moon "always" 
used a soft focus, but this isn't in the least true, she varies how she used focus depending on what she was doing called 
for, images are sometimes sharp as a razor or as misty as fog and anything in-between. She used soft focus and/or long 
shutter speeds, and her incredible ability to paint with light, in order to create enchanting, ephemeral images that float 
before you - or that tear reality apart. For instance, there's a photo she took from the top of an enclosed alligator cage; 
light is coming both from a trellised circular window above, and a barred window in a wall just above the animals - the 
alligators are half in this scalloped light and half in shade, parts of their bodies look like they're fading into the floor, 
the scales on their back floating in space.But sometimes, her images call for a sharp focus - like one of a juggler 
dressed in black, sitting on the floor, three white juggling balls caught perfectly suspended in the air (two more are in 
his hands). In this one, the surreality comes not from soft focus and nebulous edges, but rather from how the subject is 
sitting in a perfect splits, on a barren floor that is only partially lit, from far away and above. There's another of an 
elephant, seeming in the middle of sitting, or scratching herself like a dog, looking oddly with one eye at the camera.In 
one photo, Moon takes a tarp, with a beautiful photograph of a wooded lane enlarged on it, tacked up to some partially 
hidden frame, in an alley in some European city, with a lil girl standing in front of the tarp. What's interesting is that 
Moon makes no attempt to hide the edges of the tarp, she makes no attempt to blur the image but maintains a sharp 
focus, yet, it works perfectly in creating a surreal world by how she uses the light. Moon creates alternate realities out 
of landscapes, a woman plucking a chicken, circus performers, fashion models wrapped in shadows, wildlife captured 
in mid flight, eerie shots taken in studios, parks, city streets, zoos, circuses, country lanes.Moon's presentation is part 
of the art - she uses film that often has slight, sepia tone, that is rich in shadings of blacks, greys, browns and even a 
deep orange. Sometimes, when i look at this book when i'm tired, before going to bed, and my consciousness drifts, 
and my eyes half close, unexpected autumnal colors will leap from the page - an optical illusion created by Moon's 
ability to use light and contrast. Her photographs are developed in a messy way, it looks like she manipulates her 
photos by hand during developing sometimes - usually in a subtle way with cracks or texture on the film's surface, but 
sometimes with a heavy hand, artfully destroying parts of an image. She appears to use a solarization technique in 
some of her work. Her photos are framed by the way she uses her developing chemicals.Moon's photographs are 
always well composed, altho sometimes with an odd sense of balance, or by finding strange ways to create balance, or 
taking them from odd angles. Looking at this book isn't just perusing art, it's entering a world. Sometimes that world is 
hazy and dreamy, sometimes it is sharp and nightmarish. She'll put her models in strange costumes. She uses exposure 
to deepen shadows, she uses light to shape an image and/or create an ethereal quality. This book may be short and thin, 
but it is a journey, an amazing, surreal journey, that is sometimes unsettling, sometimes enchanting and beautiful, but 
always interesting.As i said, this is part of a series by the publisher, Photofile, with volumes on interesting 
photographers like Berenice Abbot. Photopoche, Man Ray, Helmut Newton, Lewis Carroll, a collection of Surrealist 
Photography (Photofile), and many others. Their ad copy on the back cover boasts "a critical introduction," but that 
certainly wasn't the case in this book. It was great to have a preface by Moon. It would've been nice if they'd included 
at least a short analysis of her work. However, i would highly recommend this book to anyone who loves surrealist 
photography, or just great photography in general.

An updated edition in Photofile, an accessible and affordable photography series Since the beginning of her 
photography career, Sarah Moon has always sought to evoke the transience of beauty and the fragility of dreams. In 
her delicate, ethereal style, she has shot some of the most creative advertising campaigns of recent years and her work 
has been featured in many major magazines, including Vogue and Harper's Bazaar. Winner of the ICP Infinity Award 
among other honors, she continues to produce a diverse body of work that also includes film. 82 illustrations

About the AuthorSarah Moon lives in Paris. 


