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Fred Waitzkin : Searching for Bobby Fischer: The Father of a Prodigy Observesthe World of Chess before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Searching for Bobby Fischer:
The Father of a Prodigy Observes the World of Chess:


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140230386

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Chess: a game or an obsession?By Pierre GroussacKind of a cool
story. Particularly enjoyed the Afterword, Josh and Fred Waitzkin talk about Searching for Bobby Fischer and beyond.
It gives depth and outcomes to a story about real people.The overriding premise of the book isthat chess, for al thats
claimed for it, is still agame--not lifeitself. The trick isfitting chessinto your life without letting it take you over. The
book isfull of illustrations of people who couldnt quite avoid turning the game into an obsession. The protagonist of
the book, Josh Waitzkin, avoided this outcome.Josh doesnt quite come off as the cute and innocent kid portrayed in the
movie. He is ambitious. He wants to win. In other words, hes anormal person, not a saint. Well, not quite a normal
person if normal means being mediocre. The kids a prodigy, but a prodigy with the ambition of doing stuff normal
kidsdo. The art of parenting presented in the book is how to enable the kid to do normal prodigy stuff and normal kid
stuff. A balancing act. Dont think they quite pulled it off, but then who does? They came pretty close.A realy good
chapter on the real Bobby Fisher, BTW.Overal, reading the book istime well spent for anyone interested in the movie
or interested in Bobby Fischer or interested in chess or interested in parenting.Device used: Kindle Paper White. No
issues with display or navigation.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Bob MorleyVery well
written and tremendously enlightening about the strange worls of chessl of 2 people found the following review
helpful. Might stop me from pushing my kid too hardBy TMInteresting reading for parents of intelligent kids. Might
prevent you from pushing your kid too hard. Make sure you read the afterward.

The compelling sage of three yearsin the life of areal American chess prodigy now aMajor Motion Picture!
Searching for Bobby Fischer isthe story of Fred Waitzkin and his son, from the moment six-year-old Josh first sits
down at a chessboard until he competes for the national championship. Drawn into the insular, international network
of chess, they must also navigate the difficult waters of their own relationship. All the while, Waitzskin searches for
the elusive Bobby Fischer, whose myth still dominates the chess world and profoundly affects Waitzkins dreams for
his son. The quest is beautifully resolved in a contest that knits together al the books rich themes. Christopher
Lehmann-Haupt, The New Y ork Times

.com Searching for Babby Fischer isthe story of Fred Waitzkin and his son Josh, from the moment six-year-old Josh
first sits down at a chessboard until he competes for the national championship. Drawn into the insular, international
network of chess, they must also navigate the difficult waters of their own relationship. All the while, Waitzkin
wonders about and searches for the elusive Bobby Fischer, whose myth still dominates the chess world and profoundly
affects Waitzkin's dreams for his son.From Publishers WeeklyEver since he started playing tournament chess at age
seven, Josh Waitzkin, an athletic, fun-loving, not overly studious boy, has been among the top-rated players of his age
group inthe U.S. Heisnow 11. The troubled relationship between son and father, atalented but amateur chess buff,
torn between ambitions for the prodigy and guilt at exploiting him, devel ops here against a background of chess clubs,
seedy game parlors and Washington Square populated by a colorful gallery of Manhattan chess loversmasters,
hustlers, Russian emigre teachers and doting parents. In marked contrast, notes the author, is the hero status of chess
championsin Russia and the palatial setting of competitions like the Moscow Hall of Columns where he and his son
attended the 1984 Karpov-K asparov matches, which may have been not only state-supported but politically controlled,
he contends. What, the author wonders, will become of Fischer's legacy of a promising generation of young American
players following their idol's premature retirement from chess and society? First serial to the New Y ork Times
Magazine and Sports Illustrated; author tour. Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library Journal As
the father of chess prodigy Josh, Waitzkin reveals here the psychological and emotional roller coaster experienced by
every parent whose child rides through this world's certainty and doubt, its failures and successes in rapid succession.
Waitzkin reveal s the American chess scene from speed chess hustlers to formal tournaments, describes avisit to the
USSRdiscussing the importance of chess there both for the game and for political endsand discusses the endless
worldwide fascination with Bobby Fischer, the chess player and the person. Expect this book to be popular. Harold D.
Shane, Baruch Coll. of CUNY Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.



