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John Nunn : Secrets of Practical Chess (New Enlarged Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Secrets of Practical Chess (New Enlarged Edition): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Paulino NgGood recommendations for club players.9 
of 12 people found the following review helpful. Goldmine of useful tipsBy Dr. J. SarfatiAs usual, Dr Nunn has 
produced a first-rate book, with all sorts of practical advice. It's really for fairly strong club players upwards, and I 
think most players below GM would learn some things. A few examples:DAUT -- don't analyse unnecessary tactics. 
Especially cogent from an author who's won fierce tactical slugfests with some of the world's best.Be sceptical of 
books advocating offbeat openings, and learn to decipher their "codes". You'll never have to fear the Latvian Gambit 
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or M?ller attack again! Instead, study proper openings like the R?y L?pez that will serve you for years to 
come.Calculation tricks -- don't be too worried about Kotov's candidate move theory. But learn about safety nets, i.e. a 
way to bail out with say perpetual check if it turns out not to be as good as you thought.Avoid time trouble -- you 
might get a 0.1 pawn advantage more by taking all that extra time, but the piece hung in time trouble will more than 
make up for this.Some practical endgame lessons. Most people will benefit greatly by knowing how to save R v R+B, 
and the "second rank defence" is not found in Keres' "Practical Chess Endings". Some very useful tips in Q and R 
endings too.How to defend bad positions, and let's face it, unless our initials are GK or VK, all of us have to some time 
(and even those29 of 34 people found the following review helpful. A Meditation On Chess Themes Than A Primer 
On ImprovementBy A CustomerThe book is interesting primarily as a example of grandmaster style thinking about 
calculating variations, judging opening repertoires, middle pitfallls, and basic endgame knowledge. But be warned: it 
is not a primer. The author has not devised a "chess study plan" for self-improvement. Anyone looking for 
commandments about calculating move sequences, avoiding time trouble ("just don't get in it"), opening choices, 
detailed strategic planning, etc., should be looking at books specifically aimed at giving a program. This book is more 
like listening to a knowledgeable Grandmaster lecture at a quiet chess club, sipping some wine and discussing topics.

What is the best way to improve your chess results? Memorizing an opening encyclopedia, learning endgame theory, 
solving puzzle positions ... there must be an easier way. How about making the most of your existing talent? In a new 
and enlarged edition of a highly popular work, John Nunn helps you to do precisely that. Drawing upon more than 
three decades of experience, he provides advice that will help players of all standards, playing styles and 
temperaments to achieve improved results. His methods take into account psychological factors and are firmly based 
on good common sense and the objectivity that has made John Nunn one of the worlds favourite writers on chess. 
Topics include: * Defending difficult positions * How to study the openings * How to make decisions * Avoiding 
common mistakes * When to calculate * Coping with pressure * Avoiding time-trouble * Using chess books * Making 
the most of computers 

From the Back CoverWhat is the best way to improve your chess results? Memorizing an opening encyclopedia, 
learning endgame theory, solving puzzle positions ... there must be an easier way. How about making the most of your 
existing talent?In a new and enlarged edition of a highly popular work, John Nunn helps you to do precisely that. 
Drawing upon more than three decades of experience, he provides advice that will help players of all standards, 
playing styles and temperaments to achieve improved results. His methods take into account psychological factors and 
are firmly based on good common sense and the objectivity that has made John Nunn one of the worlds favourite 
writers on chess.Topics include:* Defending difficult positions* How to study the openings* How to make decisions* 
Avoiding common mistakes* When to calculate* Coping with pressure* Avoiding time-trouble* Using chess books* 
Making the most of computersJohn Nunn is a grandmaster from England. He has won four individual gold medals and 
three team silver medals at Chess Olympiads. In the Chess World Cup of 1988/9, he finished sixth overall, ahead of 
several former World Champions. He is arguably the most highly acclaimed chess writer in the world - his first two 
volumes covering his best games both won the prestigious British Chess Federation Book of the Year Award. In 2004 
he won the World Chess Solving Championship, ahead of many former champions.About the AuthorJohn Nunn is a 
grandmaster from England. He has won four individual gold medals and three team silver medals at Chess Olympiads. 
In the Chess World Cup of 1988/9, he finished sixth overall, ahead of several former World Champions. He is 
arguably the most highly acclaimed chess writer in the world - his first two volumes covering his best games both won 
the prestigious British Chess Federation Book of the Year Award. In 2004 he won the World Chess Solving 
Championship, ahead of many former champions. 


