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Matthew Sadler : Semi-Slav  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Semi-Slav: 

10 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Deep but Narrow - 3...Nf6 variations only!By ljmiiiAnother 
excellent book by Matthew Sadler. As mentioned in a number of other reviews, Mr. Sadler has a talent for explaining 
the theory behind an opening while providing an excellent analysis of current practice. However, the small size of the 
book means that this depth comes at a price - less popular moves are not adequately explored.Also, Mr. Sadler makes 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1901259080


a number of assumptions in getting to the starting position of the book that reduce it's usefulness to a player of the 
Semi-Slav - it really should be titled 'Semi-Slav with an early Nf6 (and assuming White doesn't first exchange pawns 
on d5)'.Thus, while the book covers the Botvinnik variation and the Meran variation it does not cover the Slav 
exchange, (1.d4 d5, 2.c4 c6, 3.cd, cd), the Queens Gambit Declined exchange (1.d4 d5, 2.c4 e6, 3.cd, cd), the Marshall 
Gambit (1.d4 d5, 2.c4 c6, 3.Nc3 e6, 4.e4) or the Abrahams-Noteboom Variation (1.d4 d5, 2.c4 c6, 3.Nc3 e6, 4.Nf3 
dc)3 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Didn't even need to read it!??By Marc LemelinHaving studied 
the two other books of M.Sadler, just a fast look in this one and seeing the same structure convinced me that it is of the 
same quality than the others. I mean great learning quality.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent!By LalieOutstanding book on the Semi-Slav! Great for Chess Players who want to improve! My husband 
request immediately for me to purchase this.

The Semi-Slav defence has been one of Black's most reliable defences to the queen's pawn since the 1920's. Now, it is 
fashionable both at grandmaster level and with club and tournament players. Here, Grandmaster Matthew Sadler 
explains the strategy and tactics of this dynamic opening. Through the use of model games for both sides, the author 
provides a thorough grounding in the key ideas.

From the Back CoverThe Semi-Slav Defense (1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 nf3 Nf6 Nc3 c6) has been one of Black's most reliable 
defenses to the queen's pawn since the 1920s, having withstood decades of scrutiny at the highest level. Nowadays it is 
very popular at grandmaster level (it is used regularly by such imaginative players as Shirov and Kramnik) as well as 
with club and tournament players. In this book, Grandmaster Matthew Sadler explains the strategy and tactics of this 
dynamic opening. Through the use of model games for both sides, the author provides a thorough grounding in the key 
ideas so readers can quickly and confidently start to use the Semi-Slav in their own games. 


