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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. If you love dance BUY THIS BOOK!By DevanThisis an amazing
book. It's an ethnography (a study of a specific culture, be it a subculture or counterculture) that talks about Nihon
Buyo, traditional Japanese dance. It comeswith aDVD that gives examples from within the book and is so wonderful.
Y ou can learn some of the dances that they show if you want to as well because it's that easy to follow. MUST HAVE
this book if you love dance.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I've wanted a copy for awhile!By
Melanie Daltonl read this book while working on course work for a doctoral program. | couldn't put it down! | read it
cover to cover. It iswonderfully written, and the DVD makes it even more necessary for your office or home library.0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Alicia AaronUse this book for a graduate level music
classand it was very informative.

How do music and dance reveal the ways in which a community interacts with the world? How are the senses used in
communicating cultural knowledge? In Sensational Knowledge, ethnomusicologist and dancer Tomie Hahn uncovers
the process and nuances of learning nihon buyo, a traditional Japanese dance form. She uses case studies of dancers at
al levels, aswell as her own firsthand experiences, to investigate the complex language of bodies, especially across
cultural divides. Paying particular attention to the effect of body-to-body transmission, and how culturally constructed
processes of transmission influence our sense of self, Hahn argues that the senses facilitate the construction of
boundaries of existence that define our physical and social worlds. In this flowing and personal text, Hahn reveals the
ways in which culture shapes our attendance to various sensoria, and how our interpretation of sensory information
shapes our individua realities. Anincluded DVD provides visual examples.

This book is clear, well-organized, and written in a quietly diligent voice Hahn evokes her teachers and fellow students
with clarity and obvious respect. She deftly interweaves personal anecdote, examples of lessons observed during
fieldwork, socio-historical context, ethnographic theory, and dance theory.SanSan Kwan, Dance Research Journal



