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Sonia Maasik, Jack Solomon : Signs of Life in the USA: Readings on Popular Culture for Writers  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Signs of Life in the USA: 
Readings on Popular Culture for Writers: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. relevant bookBy Salty SquirrelI am using this book in my 
composition 101 class, and it is very good at relating new concepts to us with the things we currently know. The only 
thing I don't like about it is that the author/s assume you have read or watched all the books or films and it can get 
frustrating for someone who hasn't seen a lot of them. Other than that, though, it's a great book!1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. ... the journals in this book are very interesting and fun to readBy ChristineHad to buy for a 
class but the journals in this book are very interesting and fun to read!0 of 0 people found the following review 
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helpful. Four StarsBy PeteUsed but still happy

Signs of Life in the USA teaches students to read and write critically about popular culture by giving them a 
conceptual framework to do it: semiotics, a field of critical theory developed specifically for the interpretation of 
culture and its signs. Written by a prominent semiotician and an experienced writing instructor, the texts high-interest 
themes feature provocative and current reading selections that ask students to think analytically about Americas 
impressive popular culture: How is TVs Mad Men a lightning rod for Americas polarized political climate? Has the 
nature of personal identity changed in an era when we spend so much of our lives online? Signs of Life bridges the 
transition to college writing by providing students with academic language to talk about our common, everyday 
cultural experience. Read the preface.


