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0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very meta and mildly entertainingBy James B.Six characters in 
Search of an Author is all about character development, both with the family that experienced the tragedy and the 
members of the theater tasked with bringing it to life. For the most part, this development works. However, like most 
plays, it doesn't translate that well to book format. The lines don't real have any emotional description (X spoke 
excitedly, her eyes gleaming), so they really need the actors reading them to give them life. Without that, it's just an 
OK story.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Are these your characters?By The Smiling Stallion InnAre 
you in need of some characters for a story? Well, you are in luck, for here are a couple of them right here, six 
characters as a matter of fact, in search of an author who will write their story. It's quite simple, too, all you need to do 
is write down and then act out the story that they have already. Go ahead, it's quite fun. A mother, a father, a son, a 
stepdaughter and a couple of other children as well. Quite an interesting lot they are, and with a fascinating story to tell 
as well. Go ahead, it's perfectly safe; what can go wrong here?(Everything, as a matter of fact. Beware the characters 
and beware the story, it will give you chills.)0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Somewhat Dated 
Landmark of Existentialistic and Aburdist DramaBy Gary F. TaylorLuigi Pirandello was not the first avant-garde 
playwright of the modern era whose work provoked outrageAlfred Jarrys UBO ROI of 1896 comes to mindbut by 
1921 Luigi Pirandello (1867-1936) was well on his way to notoriety. A novelist and poet as well as a playwright, 
Pirandellos work often questioned the nature of truth, reality, and illusion, and SIX CHARACTERS IN SEARCH OF 
AN AUTHOR became for many his ultimate theatrical statement. The play is presented on a largely bare stage with 
various set pieces, props, and drops. The cast size is a bit variable, and several roles could be played by either man or 
woman; in a general sense, however, the play requires five men, five women, two children (a boy about eleven; a girl 
about five), and other minor players. There are no unusual props, but certain portions of the play would benefit from a 
mysterioso style. It is performed in three acts.The play begins by presenting a working stage, where a theatrical 
director and his players are rehearsing a play by Pirandello himselfa play the director ridicules; he will later admit he 
regrets having agreed to stage it. In the middle of the rehearsal, the stage door opens and six people walk in: The 
Father, The Mother, The Son, The Step-Daughter, The Little Boy, and The Little Girl. With The Father as their central 
spokesman, they declare that they are characters created but then abandoned by a writer who did not finish his work. 
They have come to the theatre to demand they be performed. The director and actors are at first amused, then 
astonished, and then somewhat outragedbut after hearing bits of their story, the director believes it would make a 
better play than the one he is presently doing. He agrees to try to stage it.The story the characters present is convoluted 
and hinges on an incident in which the Father visits a house of prostitution and very nearly has sex with his step-
daughter, who he does not recognize. The director attempts to have the characters play out various scenes while having 
the prompter take down the dialogue and having the actors study the charactersbut they run into a series of unexpected 
issues. Each character tends to remember various incidents differently, and they often demand specific sets and props 
that the theatre does not have for rehearsal. When the actors attempt to play the scenes, the characters ridicule them, 
declaring they are in no way like themselves. As the play progresses, Pirandello layers questions about truth and 
realityand the answers he gives to these questions is essentially that there is no answer, no way to discover any 
absolute.When it debuted much of the audience booed and jeered (many shouted madhouse!), but the play and its ideas 
were so startling that it quickly achieved a significant status and launched Pirandello to international acclaim. (In 1934 
he received the Nobel Prize for Literature.) By todays standards, however, the play is even more problematic than it 
was in 1921. Much of the script is in the form of long and often philosophical monologues, generally from The 
Director, The Father, and The Step-Daughter as they argue back and forth. I have not seen the play performedand it 
may play very differentlybut the script reads as somewhat dry. It is a landmark, at the very root of existentialistic and 
absurdist drama, so it should be read and studied, but it is perhaps better left to academics.GFT, ReviewerIn Memory 
of Jackie Wilson

Winner of the Nobel Prize in 1934, Luigi Pirandello was one of the most original and powerful dramatists of his 
timethe playwright par excellence of the conflict between illusion and reality. His plays dramatize with force and 
eloquence the loneliness and isolation of the individual both from society and from himself. In Six Characters in 
Search of an Author, his greatest work, these themes are played out with characteristic brilliance. First performed in 
1921, the play concerns six living charactersfamily members embroiled in their own human dramawho come to a 
theater and demand that the manager and his actors stage their life story. Filled with both humor and despair, Six 
Characters in Search of an Author is Pirandellos most extraordinary achievementas it explores the fundamentally 
absurd and tragic nature of the human condition. This Signet Classic edition includes an introduction by Eric Bentley, 
the widely acclaimed writer, translator, and international theater authority.

Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: ItalianAbout the AuthorLuigi Pirandello was born of 
rich, middle-class parents in Girgenti (Agrigento), Sicily, on 28 June 1867. As a young man he studied at the 
Universities of Palermo, Rome, and Bonn, where he gained his doctorate in 1891. His first published work, Mal 
giocondo (1889), was a collection of poems. It was followed by other volumes of poems, critical essays, novels, short 



stories, and over forty plays. In 1894 he married Antoinetta Portulano, the daughter of his father's business associate. 
Financial disaster and a severe illness brought on by the birth of their third child drove his wife to a hysterical form of 
insanity. Only in 1918, when her presence in the family constituted a real threat to their daughter's safety did 
Pirandello agree to have his wife committed to an asylum. The enormous emotional strain he felt at this time is 
reflected in the intense pessimism found in his work. Pirandello's first real success in the theatre came about in 1921 
when Six Characters in Search of an Author was performed. Henry IV followed the next year and confirmed his 
position as a playwright. In the following years Pirandello travelled abroad extensively. He embarked on a career as a 
producer and in 1925 founded his Art Theatre in Rome. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1934 and 
died in Rome on 10 December 1936. 


