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Drazen Marovic : Understanding Pawn Play in Chess  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Understanding Pawn Play in Chess: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. It has to be on your bookcase.By David BorensztajnThis book is 
about pawn structures, as the titles says, but it has a main difference from previous books on the same subject (Kmoch 
and Soltis, wich I can recommend too).The best thing about it are the examples Marovic gives. He mixes games from 
the classics (Capablanca, Alekhine, Rubinstein and others)with present days great players, likeKramnik, Shirov, 
Fischer, Karpov and Kasparov.Therefore the reader can see the treatments of the same structures over a period of a 
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century.The book, as always with the subject, is divides by themes, like Isolated Pawns, Hanging Pawns and so 
on.After this one I bought all the other from the same author, where he uses the same method, of mixing classics and 
contemporary games.A great book for all club players.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ( Useful for 
players from 1700 t0 every levelBy adsome main structures illustrated through "classical master games", the ones 
every ambitiouschess player should know to build on a strong basis... ( Useful for players from 1700 t0 every level ; 
i'm using it for giving chess lessons...)2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy LegalruleFew 
authors explain the details of pawn theory like Marovic does in this excellent book. I find his teaching style and 
methodology easy to understand and follow.

Chess owes its extraordinary strategic depth to pawns. These humble pieces can take on many roles in the chess 
struggle. They can be blockers, battering rams, self-sacrificing heroes, and can even be promoted to the ranks of 
royalty. On the other hand, if mishandled, they can be weak and provide targets for enemy attack. In this book, 
experienced grandmaster and trainer Drazen Marovic elucidates the pawn's multi-faceted nature. By investigating high-
quality games from grandmaster practice, he provides the reader with an armoury of pawn-play concepts that will help 
him or her to make the right judgments at the board. Chapters include: Isolated Pawns, Hanging Pawns, Passed Pawns, 
Doubled Pawns, Backward Pawns, Pawn-Chains, and Pawn-Islands.

About the AuthorDrazen Marovic is a grandmaster from Croatia, who has won medals as both player and trainer for 
various national teams. His pupils include Bojan Kurajica, World Under-20 Champion in 1965, and Al Modiahki of 
Qatar, the first Arabian Grandmaster. Marovic has a wealth of experience as a writer, editor, and television 
commentator on chess. He is currently the trainer of the Croatian national team. 


