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Sam Collins : Understanding the Chess Openings  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Understanding the Chess Openings: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A good book for today's intermediate-level playerBy Keith 
HalonenA concise review of the major lines in the currently most popular openings (there are several dozen) with clear 
explanations of their principal sub-variations as well. Someone had to update the fine (sics) efforts of Reuben Fine as 
they are somewhat dated at this late date. Lauds to Sam Collins for realizing that not eveyone prefers digital media to 
ink on paper.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Only read this book if you WANT to Understand the 
OpeningsBy Robb N. CravensSam Collins' book is very useful for understanding the openings. If you want to analyze 
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the openings you need a Good understanding of the openings to begin with.The analysis is an in depth, practical, step 
by step analysis, which is very complete.Sam doesn't cover every line in every opening. He's not supposed to. This 
book is about Understanding the openings. The lines he chooses are chosen for the instructional quality and to show 
most aspects of the opening. This is where you begin. This is the Understanding that is needed to analyze the 
openings.Buy this book, and you'll treasure it. It's easy to read and understand.If you want an Opening Reference Book 
I suggest "Nunn's Chess Openings" or "Modern Chess Openings" 15th edition. These Tomes cover the many 
possibilities and there is an introduction to each opening that gives Some insight as to the main ideas. No Chess 
Library is complete without them.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I learnt a lotBy Kindle 
CustomerAs a keen chess player I struggle in the openings. This book has helped understand the opening fundamentals 
without getting to bogged down with theory. I plan to use this book as a good reference. I highly recommend this book.

This major new work surveys all chess openings, providing a guide to every critical main line and featuring 
descriptions of the typical strategies for both sides. These commentaries will be welcomed by all club and tournament 
players, as they will help them to handle the middlegame positions arising from each opening better, and will equip 
them to find the best continuation when their opponents deviate from the standard paths. As it covers all openings, 
Understanding the Chess Openings will also prove invaluable to those who are seeking to create a repertoire. At a 
glance, readers will get a feel for the character of an opening, and an idea of whether it might suit their style. Potential 
theoretical problem areas and move-order issues, so critical when creating a repertoire, are also highlighted. Features 
include: * Main lines explained move by move * Guidance against rare but dangerous sidelines * Special emphasis on 
lines popular at club level * Brief description of both sides aims at the end of each main line * General introduction to 
each major opening * Complete games are given to illustrate key ideas * More than 400 diagrams 

From the PublisherGambit Publications specialises in chess and has an unrivalled reputation for originality and 
editorial excellence. The company is owned and staffed entirely by leading chess masters and grandmasters.From the 
Back CoverThis major new work surveys all chess openings, providing a guide to every critical main line and 
featuring descriptions of the typical strategies for both sides. These commentaries will be welcomed by all club and 
tournament players, as they will help them to handle the middlegame positions arising from each opening better, and 
will equip them to find the best continuation when their opponents deviate from the standard paths.As it covers all 
openings, Understanding the Chess Openings will also prove invaluable to those who are seeking to create a 
repertoire. At a glance, readers will get a feel for the character of an opening, and an idea of whether it might suit their 
style. Potential theoretical problem areas and move-order issues, so critical when creating a repertoire, are also 
highlighted.Features include:* Main lines explained move by move* Guidance against rare but dangerous sidelines* 
Special emphasis on lines popular at club level* Brief description of both sides aims at the end of each main line* 
General introduction to each major opening* Complete games are given to illustrate key ideas* More than 400 
diagramsSam Collins is a young International Master from Ireland who won the Irish Championship in 2002. He 
competed in several World and European junior championships and has represented Ireland in two olympiads, winning 
a gold medal at Bled in 2002. He is also an experienced chess teacher who has lectured at the Berkeley Chess School 
in California.About the Author Sam Collins is a young International Master from Ireland who won the Irish 
Championship in 2002. He competed in several World and European junior championships and has represented 
Ireland in two olympiads, winning a gold medal at Bled in 2002. He is also an experienced chess teacher who has 
lectured at the Berkeley Chess School in California. 


