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Robert B. Tanner : Vera Menchik: A Biography of the First Women's World Chess Champion, with 350 
Games  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Vera Menchik: 
A Biography of the First Women's World Chess Champion, with 350 Games: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful GamesBy B. W. ThewThis a great book and well 
overdue. Menchik is often portrayed as a bit of a joke and those who lost to her were enrolled in her "club". Having 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786496029


played through a few of these games I have been constantly amazed at how good she was. Women in sport appear to 
be finally gaining some belated recognition and chess is no exception. McFarland have done their usual superb job on 
production and Tanner has done his research, Menchik produced the games and they need to be widely known. I've 
learnt from them already and so will you. Buy this book it is a gem.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
A very interesting book on the first Women's World championBy DavidI write chess articles, and reviews, this is my 
review on the main site where I publish.It is needed the site, because I show images from the book, games, and 
positions.[...]0 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Not very impressive! Mr Kalendovsky's newly 
published work in ...By CustomerNot very impressive! Mr Kalendovsky's newly published work in Czech language is 
impressive, but this book is just a compilation of facts already wellknown for every chess historian.

Not only was Vera Menchik the first woman in the history of chess to compete on an equal basis with the top male 
players, she absolutely dominated women's chess during the last 17 years of her life. Hers was a fascinating career as 
an independent professional in an era where this was rare for women in any endeavor. In this book her games are 
brought to life utilizing her own annotations, as well as the notes of her contemporaries including Capablanca, 
Alekhine, Fine and others. All of her known games, as well as samples of her writings on the subject of chess are 
included. Beyond the technical aspect of her games, a brief biography and eulogies by her friends and colleagues 
reveal her life as a player and as a human being. Included are her comparisons of Russia where she was born and 
England where she resided as an adult, her philosophy of life, as well as her perspectives on chess in England and 
during World War II. Above all, a view is provided of the life of the chess professional during the golden age of 
Lasker, Capablanca, Alekhine, and Euwe.

-impressive research work...highly interesting read of one of the interesting lady chess players of all time.... This is a 
fantastic made McFarland read!---Chessbook s; -The best publisher for historical and biographical books is clearly 
McFarland. The quality of their product is unmatched---Georgia Chess News; -fills a major gap in chess literature in 
the English language...recommended...a rich source of model games to teach positional chess to novice and 
intermediate chess players...highly recommended---Gainesville Chess Training."impressive research work...highly 
interesting read of one of the interesting lady chess players of all time.... This is a fantastic made McFarland read!"--
Chessbook s; "The best publisher for historical and biographical books is clearly McFarland. The quality of their 
product is unmatched.... In this book, thanks to the relentless dedication of the author in collecting books in different 
languages, and translating them, we have 350 games played by Vera Menchik. Just for this incredible collection of 
games, the book is a must-have!... This book is a great example for other chess publishers, because the quality and 
clarity of the material makes it unique."--Georgia Chess News; "fills a major gap in chess literature in the English 
language...recommended...a rich source of model games to teach positional chess to novice and intermediate chess 
players...highly recommended"--Gainesville Chess Training.About the AuthorRobert B. Tanner is a full time 
professional chess teacher and tournament director. In addition to having served as a FIDE Zonal President and USCF 
Secretary he has directed six U.S. Women's Chess Championships as well as nearly 75 other national and international 
tournaments. He lives in Phoenix, Arizona. 


