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S. J. Simon : Why You Lose at Bridge  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Why You Lose at Bridge: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Bridge classic but perhaps a bit dated.By R. MURRAYThis is a well-
written and enjoyble classic from one of Britain's premier players of the early 20th century. He offers many excellent 
ideas on how you can change your general approach to bidding and play to improve your game. Very little on specific 
techniques.I'm a solid "B" player--competitive at the local level but not so much at regionals or sectionals. Over-all, I 
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was hoping to get more from this book than I did.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... a book 
published 70 years ago can't be that useful. Bridge is such a different game from what ...By M.K.At first you might 
think that a book published 70 years ago can't be that useful. Bridge is such a different game from what it was back 
then. (The author uses really old school Acol.) But the advice in this book transcends the systems or even the actual 
game. A lot of the other stuff you read deals with idealized players, but those aren't the people you're playing with. 
You're playing with the people in this book. And not just in Bridge, in just about any game you play.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Not great for advanced players.By Jack W HawthorneDid not enjoy the last 
chapter. Too much text and not enough examples. Kind of old fashioned. Nice historical references.

Why you lose at bridge was written by Seca Jascha Skidelsky (1904 - 1948), better known as S. J. Simon. Simon was a 
multi-talented writer, helping to write a series of short comical stories with his professional partner Caryl Brahms. He 
was also highly successful in the world of bridge; resulting in the current text. He won the Gold Cup twice (1937 and 
1947) and took the European Team Championship in 1948. This classic work was penned in 1945, and contains the 
now standard Acol bidding system which is now used in almost all British tournament play. This book contains an 
author biography, briefly detailing Simons life, an introduction to the text, and the advice itself. The chapters are 
arranged thematically, first dealing with the points you lose, explaining ignoring the odds, playing the dummy, in 
defence, bidding and not doubling. Constructive advice is also included on how to build your battlefield, the logic luck 
and why you shouldnt teach your partner! It is essential reading for anyone interested in bridge tactics; an informative 
yet engaging read.


