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Martin Ashwood-Smith : Wide-Open Easy Themeless Crosswords: 72 Relaxing Puzzles (Easy Crosswords) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Wide-Open Easy 
Themeless Crosswords: 72 Relaxing Puzzles (Easy Crosswords): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Open wideBy PuzzleMATEarly in the week (Monday-Wednesday), 
crosswords in newspapers are usually heavy in 4-5 letter words. Once you get to Friday and Saturday you will notice 
one glaring difference: the grid is wide open. What this means is words are generally longer, were looking at 7-8 
letters all the way up to 15-letters stacking along the grid.From the author who brought you Triple Stack Crosswords, 
in Wide Open Easy Crosswords you will find 72 crosswords with patterns that you would normally see in a Friday-
Saturday crossword. Unlike those weekend crosswords where clues are tricky and sometimes impossible for puzzle 
mortals to solve, these crosswords are a lot more accessible.Take myself for example; I consider it a big deal when I 
can get through a Wednesday-Thursday NYT without cheating. Themeless crosswords have always been a no-go zone 
for me. With this book, I can at least enjoy the longer answers with a more forgiving set of clues.Spoiler alert, here are 
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a few examples from the first few puzzles:Hot climate necessities (AIR CONDITIONERS)Dry runs (DRESS 
REHEARSALS)Handicapped (AT A DISADVANTAGE),You can see that long answers are usually rich in common 
letters like A, E, R, S, T and so forth. I think this is the only book that lets novices know what joy the wide-open grids 
provide feels like. Also note that Wide Open Easy Crosswords is a 2014 reprint of 10 Minute Crosswords (2005).0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat crosswords0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Crossword puzzles are good for youBy J. MorrisWe are a crossword puzzle family....we 
have 3 bathrooms and each has a crossword puzzle book. Good for the mind

Casual solvers will love this collection of 72 intriguing crosswords, because it offers them something unique and 
totally original: a new, brilliantly conceived mix of the challenging and the attainable. What makes the puzzles a little 
harder than usual? They have what's called a "wide open" style, which means the grids contain very few black squares 
and the answers tend to be long. As a rule, such puzzles delight only crossword mavens, because the clues can be 
extremely difficult--as in the Friday examples from the New York Times or Los Angeles Times. But these puzzles 
break the mold with reader-friendly clues that allow even non-experts to complete an interesting crossword while 
having fun along the way. There's nothing else like it.
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