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Dennis Silk : William the Wonder Kid: Plays, Puppet Plays and Theater Writings  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised William the Wonder Kid: Plays, Puppet Plays and 
Theater Writings: 

Book by Silk, Dennis
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From Library JournalThis is a voice from an old but much too infrequently heard theater form. Theorist, poet, and 
playwright Silk works in the subgenre of puppet plays for adults, combining Commedia and Absurdism, Magritte-style 
surrealism and childlike openness. The body of this book consists of over a dozen short plays for actors, puppets, and 
things and body-parts (mostly still attached to actors/puppets). Silk insists on the equality of people and things, so the 
plays often are about hats, chairs, toilets, and the like. These pieces are framed by two theoretical essays that help to 
make the intention clear and the plays accessible to the reader. Silk calls for a radical rethinking of the grammar of 
performance, and his works are funny, startling, and experimental in the best sense, forcing us to perceive stage 
imagery in a new way. Clearly for the specialist and risk-taker, this book is for academic and large public theater 
collections.?Thomas E. Luddy, Salem State Coll., Mass.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. Dennis Silk 
is a delicious poet. Utterly natural, entirely himself, he works by a curious method. What he does, in his easy way, is to 
surround the inexpressible, which is charmed by his siege and surrenders. It's all very simple. -- Saul BellowDennis 
Silk's brilliantly inventive, wickedly funny plays impart a truth that has the power of divination. I cannot praise this 
masterful collection too highly. -- Walter AbishFrom the Publisher6 x 9 trim. 1 illus. 2 figs. LC 96-45952 


