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Natan Last : Word.: 144 Crossword Puzzles That Prove It's Hip to be Square  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Word.: 144 Crossword Puzzles That Prove It's Hip to 
be Square: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good puzzles - would prefer different bindingBy SarahGreat book 
with difficult puzzles! My boyfriend and I love solving crossword puzzles together and we enjoyed these more 
"modern" ones. A lot of crossword books are older and reference TV shows and movies that have been a long time out 
of pop culture... those clues can be near impossible for a couple 20-somethings to solve without Google. This book is 
current and diverse in the clues without being try-hard. Also has quite a few "vocabulary" words in addition to the 
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"hip" stuff, which as a former SAT all-star, I appreciate the chance to dust off. The only thing I don't like is I wish the 
book was larger or had spiral binding. It's hard to collaborate on these puzzles because someone has to hold the book 
open.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Second one I bought!By derrr.onlineThis is my most favorite 
collection of crossword puzzles! It's got a hodgepodge of pop culture, my favorite! The only thing that I don't like 
about it is that the author didn't create more!If you aren't familiar with pop culture, you may not enjoy this set of 
crosswords.This was the second time I purchased this book (I couldn't find my first copy), and I was happy to.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. A little "YOUNG" for us, but okBy Donna BartonA lot of reference to 
Sponge Bob, rap artists, things we in our late 40's don't get or care to get. We're doing the ones we can, then will pass 
on to our 21 year old to complete the rest.I would not recommend this for the Babyboomer gens.

Created by Natan Last, a senior at Brown University, three-time intern with Will Shortz, and in 2008 the youngest 
person to have a puzzle published in the Sunday New York Times, Word kicks the crossword puzzle squarely into the 
21st century for a new generation of puzzle-lovers, replacing fusty crossword-ese with hip cultural references, modern 
wordplay, and a lively mix of high-and low-brow pop trivia. A Word puzzle begins with the shared knowledge of a 
literate but not-so-reverent generation, and celebrates the knowingness with a deft touch. Your parents crosswords 
make solvers feel smart. Word puzzles make solvers feel smart and cool, getting the references to The Daily Show, 
Mario Brothers, the Goo Goo Dolls, and a hefty dose of nostalgia (the name of the motel in Psycho). But they also 
know the core curriculum: Charlotte Brontes Jane, Roman generals, Berlioz and von Bismarck, Homerand not just 
Homer Simpson.The puzzles are constructed with all the smarts of a daily Times crossword: themes, interconnected 
clues, titles that unlock the overall puzzle (solve all the clues and the circle letters will spell out a famous name at 
Hogwarts). Assisting Mr. Last is a group of five more top under 25 constructors, all of whom have published puzzles 
in The New York Times.

About the AuthorNatan Last, a senior at Brown University, published his first puzzle in The New York Times in 2006, 
and in 2008 was the then-youngest-ever puzzle-maker to publish a Sunday New York Times crossword. 


